
This photo-teaching resource 
accompanies Think Global’s 2016-
17 Global Wallplanner.

The theme for this year’s wallplanner is 
Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE). This is 
a movement that seeks to alleviate poverty 
through community empowerment, mutual 
benefit and economic growth. It is based on 
values of reciprocity and cohesion, so that 
people are able to work together to create 
sustainable models which benefit all. 

Examples of SSE include co-operatives, 
credit unions and social enterprises. The SSE 
model is thriving in fields such as: fair trade; 
crowdfunding; microcredit; recycling, re-use 
and repair; sustainable agriculture; and 
renewable energy. 

The photos in this resource show people 
working in, or benefiting from, social and 
solidarity economies around the world; in 
‘less developed’ as well as ‘developed’ 
countries, including the UK.

We hope that these photos will bring the 
social and solidarity economy to life in a 
tangible way. Whether it’s in an assembly, a 
tutor time, a literacy lesson, a PSHCE lesson, 
or as part of cross-curricular day, these 
photos are a great starting point for 
teachers and pupils to discuss how we can 
all work together for positive change.

Find out more about SSE:

For each photo in this resource we have 
provided links to further information. For 
more teaching resources and ideas on a 
wide range of global issues, you can also 
search globaldimension.org.uk.

The following may also be useful:

Oxfam blog: What is Social and Solidarity 
Economy and why does it matter? 
bit.ly/oxfamsse

Challenging The Crisis – Social and Solidarity 
Economy Explanation: bit.ly/ctcsocandse and 
10 ways to incorporate SSE into your life: 
bit.ly/ctc10ways

The Guardian development professionals 
network: Solidarity economy: finding a new 
way out of poverty: bit.ly/guardiansse

British Council Voices Magazine: Why should 
children learn about social enterprise?
bit.ly/bcsocent

British Council Schools Online have 
produced a Social Enterprise Classroom 
Resource for ages 7-14: bit.ly/bcsosocent

The Guardian / British Council Social 
Enterprise partner zone has great examples 
of social enterprise in action worldwide: 
guardian.com/british-council-partner-zone
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http://www.globaldimension.org.uk/
http://bit.ly/oxfamsse
http://bit.ly/ctcsocandse
http://bit.ly/ctc10ways
http://bit.ly/guardiansse
http://bit.ly/bcsocent
http://bit.ly/bcsosocent
https://www.theguardian.com/british-council-partner-zone


Curriculum links and ideas

These photos and accompanying stories could 
be used in tutor times or assemblies. This 
resource could also support the development
of the Global Learning Programme in your 
school (see www.glp-e.org.uk).

English / foreign languages; spoken language: 
the photos give pupils the opportunity to ask 
questions, and evaluate and build on the 
ideas of others.

English / foreign languages; writing: the 
photos could be used as a creative writing 
stimulus. Younger pupils could label the 
colours/objects in the photos; older pupils 
could describe what is happening in the 
photo – what are the people doing and why?

Science: some of the photos could support 
work on nutrition, health, sustainable 
energy/energy.

Art: ‘evaluating and analysing creative works’,  
using photos as the main material for a lesson.

Citizenship: exploring our role as global 
citizens.

History: how has colonialism affected some of 
the countries featured in the photos?

Geography: inspiring a ‘curiosity and 
fascination about the world’ – the photos give 
pupils the opportunity to explore and discuss 
their knowledge of the world, and diverse 
people and places.

Using photos in your lessons

Below are some simple ideas and activities to 
help you think about how you can use these 
photos in school. These photos could be used 
with primary or secondary pupils, and the 
stories and conversations adapted 
appropriately by the teachers. 

• Create a photo display in your classroom or 
school reception to share ideas about 
social enterprises, co-operatives and other 
SSE organisations.

• Use one photo as a stimulus at the 
start/end of a lesson for discussion.

• Use a photo to introduce a new 
topic/theme that the pupils will be 
learning about.

• Use the photos as a take-home activity to 
discuss and engage parents in social and 
development issues.

• After discussing some of these photos, ask 
students to research and find an example 
of a social enterprise or other SSE 
organisation in their local community.

• Use Tide’s Development Compass Rose to 
analyse a photo’s natural, social, economic 
and political dimensions: 
bit.ly/tidecompass (PDF).
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http://www.glp-e.org.uk/
http://www.tidec.org/sites/default/files/uploads/2c.50 Compass rose.pdf
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Shared Interest, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK 3 
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Shared Interest is a social enterprise which works co-operatively. It is an ethical 
investment organisation forming a vital link between UK social investors and fair trade 
organisations needing finance to improve their livelihoods. Using investment from people 
living in the UK, Shared Interest provides fair finance to enable people in the developing 
world to trade their way out of poverty.

Find out more:
Read more case studies on the Shared Interest website:
www.shared-interest.com/who-we-finance/where-we-finance/
Watch one of these 5-minute films about Shared Interest:
https://youtu.be/1uuYUpsp0jo or https://youtu.be/LkJHyPZtCuc
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Namayiana are a Maasai women’s 
group based in the Ngong area of 
Kenya. Shared Interest are 
supporting them in their journey 
to bring their beadwork to 
customers around the world. 
Before Namayiana existed there 
was no real role for women in the 
local community. Now they are 
able to provide an income for 
their families, paying for their 
children's education, as well as 
food, clothing and other 
household items.

Established at the turn of the 
millennium, TraidAID Integrated in 
Upper East Ghana is hoping to help 
people improve their lives through 
farming and handcraft production. 

They have invested in the local 
community by building the 

Sumbrungu Craft Centre, which has 
brought together two groups of 

basket weavers. Previously sitting 
under trees to weave their baskets, 

the 50 women involved are now 
happy to have somewhere to meet 

together more formally.

http://www.shared-interest.com/who-we-finance/where-we-finance/
https://youtu.be/1uuYUpsp0jo
https://youtu.be/LkJHyPZtCuc
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This project, led by Dr Welyne Jeffrey Jehom (an anthropologist at the University of 
Malaya, Malaysia) supports Iban weavers, most of whom are women, in improving the 
sales and marketing of their traditional textiles. Called ‘Pua Kumbu’, these woven cloths 
are remarkable, intricate pieces, which take considerable time, and skills handed down 
through generations, to be produced. The project helps the weavers to get more money 
for their cloth, keeping alive a traditional craft and encouraging more young people in the 
community to take up weaving.

Find out more:
Further information at rhgareh.org and bit.ly/borneoart
Watch a 9-minute video about this project: youtu.be/w9IvF0cpvm8
Read more about the Iban people here: ibancustoms.wordpress.com
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This picture shows women 
arranging threads on the loom 
ready for weaving. They are in a 
‘longhouse’, which is the centre 
of communal life in Sarawak. 
These communal houses may 
contain up to 100 individual 
families in separate 'apartments' 
built under one long roof. (See 
www.roughguides.com/article/joi
ning-the-party-at-an-iban-
longhouse-malaysia/)

This picture shows threads 
being dyed before being 
wound on the loom. The 

women make their own dyes 
with products from the local 

forest. The threads have been 
wrapped in water-resistant 

fibres (eg raffia or plastic) to 
create a pattern. The wrapped 

areas will retain the original 
colour of the thread. This 

weaving and tie-dyeing 
method is called ikat. (See 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ikat)

http://rhgareh.org/
http://bit.ly/borneoart
https://youtu.be/w9IvF0cpvm8
https://ibancustoms.wordpress.com/
http://www.roughguides.com/article/joining-the-party-at-an-iban-longhouse-malaysia/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ikat
http://rhgareh.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/process161.jpg
http://rhgareh.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/process161.jpg
http://rhgareh.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/DSC01917.jpg
http://rhgareh.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/DSC01917.jpg
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As with the previous project, the projects below support (mainly) women from 
indigenous communities to find markets for their traditional handicrafts.

Find out more:
Rural, indigenous women are amongst the world’s most marginalised 
communities. Mercado Global’s model for empowerment is a useful read, 
as it explains the need for change: mercadoglobal.org/pages/the-need
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This picture shows artisans from 
the Mercado Global co-operative 
having a shady break on a side road 
in Panajachel, Guatemala. 

Mercado Global empowers 
indigenous women to overcome 
poverty and become agents of 
change in their communities. 

Read more at mercadoglobal.org
and at bit.ly/fronterasguatemala

This picture shows weavers in 
Qaqaqoyo (Ccaccaccollo), in Peru’s 
‘sacred valley’. You might think that a 
surge in tourism would have helped 
this village, but it almost led to the 
extinction of their ancient way of life. 
However, thanks to a women-led 
initiative, old weaving techniques 
and economic viability have 
returned. 

Read more:
www.theguardian.com/travel/2016/
may/09/ccaccaccollo-weaving-
market-cusco-peru-sacred-valley

http://www.mercadoglobal.org/pages/the-need
http://www.mercadoglobal.org/
http://bit.ly/fronterasguatemala
http://www.theguardian.com/travel/2016/may/09/ccaccaccollo-weaving-market-cusco-peru-sacred-valley
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fronterasdesk/6145933186/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fronterasdesk/6145933186/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/khowaga/8570679624/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/khowaga/8570679624/
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Skuhna is a social enterprise based in Ljubljana, the 
capital of Slovenia. It comprises a restaurant and 
cookery school. The dishes on the menu are prepared 
by migrants, who have been employed by Skuhna to 
cook and serve food from their own cultures. In this 
way, they learn catering and other restaurant skills, 
thus becoming more employable.

Skuhna also offers a programme of culinary workshops 
where local people can learn to cook different cuisines. 
And they run cultural evenings to get Slovenes and 
migrants mixing and sharing music and stories.

Find out more: 
Watch a 12-minute film about this 
project: youtu.be/kiTM2u-XeC8 and a 
4-minute film: youtu.be/lyLRnSe_zv4

Similar restaurants include Mazi Mas in 
London mazimas.co.uk and Eat Offbeat
in New York eatoffbeat.com. And the 
Bread and Butter Project in Sydney 
trains refugees to bake bread. 
thebreadandbutterproject.com
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https://youtu.be/kiTM2u-XeC8
https://youtu.be/lyLRnSe_zv4
http://www.mazimas.co.uk/
http://eatoffbeat.com/
http://thebreadandbutterproject.com/
http://www.skuhna.si/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/kd-1-om.jpg
http://www.skuhna.si/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/kd-1-om.jpg
http://www.skuhna.si/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/delavnica3.jpg
http://www.skuhna.si/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/delavnica3.jpg
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Find out more: 
Watch a 4-minute  film about The Restart Project youtu.be/lyLRnSe_zv4

Watch a 2-minute film they’ve produced about Fixing the UK’s Electronic 
Waste Problem youtu.be/vvOpha-0aSE

The Restart Project is a 
London-based social 
enterprise that encourages 
and empowers people to 
use their electronics longer, 
by learning fundamental 
repair and maintenance 
skills. 

Moving beyond the culture 
of constant upgrades and 
disposal, the project hosts 
‘restart parties’ and pop-up 
events to reconnect people 
with repair, preparing the 
ground for a future 
economy of maintenance 
and repair. They are 
supporting groups across 
the world which would like 
to replicate this community 
work. 

Their motto is “Be the 
restart button you want to 
see in the world”. 
Does this sound familiar? 
Where might you have 
heard it before?

https://youtu.be/lyLRnSe_zv4
https://youtu.be/vvOpha-0aSE
https://www.flickr.com/photos/heathaphotography/13252729145
https://www.flickr.com/photos/heathaphotography/13252729145
https://www.flickr.com/photos/96189004@N04/15069894500
https://www.flickr.com/photos/96189004@N04/15069894500
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Similarly, this picture shows 
The Eaglehawk Recycle Shop, 
a community enterprise in 
Bendigo, Victoria, Australia, 
that provides cheap second-
hand materials and 
encourages people to recycle 
and re-use. It has created 14 
jobs and recycles about 4,000 
tonnes of rubbish per year.

Watch the folk at Eaglehawk
explain how to recycle a 
fridge: youtu.be/IguPjodniGM

It collects, repairs and resells used IT equipment, and in doing so provides support and 
employment for people at risk of social exclusion. Watch an 8-minute  film about Ateliere fara
Frontiere youtu.be/-mSExthhd90. And read more about them here: bit.ly/affromania

Useful resources:
For ages 7-14, the How We Make Stuff website explores both manufacturing 
and disposal of consumer goods (including electronics) and asks how these 
processes can be more sustainable: made2bmadeagain.org

For ages 11-14, The Geography of my Stuff introduces some of the moral, 
ethical and environmental issues associated with the global trade in 
consumer goods bit.ly/rgsstuff

This group of 
people work at 
Ateliere fara
Frontiere
(Workshops 
without 
Borders), a 
Romanian social 
enterprise 
based in 
Bucharest.

https://youtu.be/IguPjodniGM
http://atelierefarafrontiere.ro/new/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/WISE-WEEE-Slider.jpg
http://atelierefarafrontiere.ro/new/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/WISE-WEEE-Slider.jpg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/socialtradersau/6833544829/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/socialtradersau/6833544829/
https://youtu.be/-mSExthhd90
http://bit.ly/affromania
http://www.made2bmadeagain.org/
http://bit.ly/rgsstuff
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These guys are Grégoire Bleu 
and Arnaud Ulrich, who run a 
social enterprise based in the 
south of Paris, called La Boîte à 
Champignons (Box of 
Mushrooms). They grow oyster 
mushrooms for top class Parisian 
restaurants… and these 
mushrooms grow in waste coffee 
grounds. This is a great example 
of a ‘circular economy’ – using 
waste to create useful products.

Find out more: 
Watch a 5-minute film about Upcycle (click on CC to see subtitles in 
English) youtu.be/QP26jCDAPTM. Or visit their website (in French): 
laboiteachampignons.com/upcycle/

This TED Ed film clip Re-thinking progress: The circular economy is worth 
a watch and includes lesson ideas ed.ted.com/featured/2Yy019iv

In the UK there is a similar social enterprise called GroCycle (grocycle.com) based in Totnes, 
Devon. They have this great diagram on their website to show how the process works:

https://youtu.be/QP26jCDAPTM
http://www.laboiteachampignons.com/upcycle/
http://ed.ted.com/featured/2Yy019iv
http://www.laboiteachampignons.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Diapositive13.jpg
http://www.laboiteachampignons.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Diapositive13.jpg
http://grocycle.com/food-for-thought/
http://grocycle.com/food-for-thought/
http://grocycle.com/
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Dhobi Khana is a laundry 
collective in Kochi, India. It is 
owned and made up of 45 
self-employed families, 
laundry men and women, 
working seven days a week, 
without insurance, retirement 
or any other substantive 
benefits. Several workers 
have been here since 
childhood. Watch a 3-minute 
film about this collective: 
youtu.be/vKnQegYrYrg

Find out more:
Read our feature article about co-operatives: 
globaldimension.org.uk/co-operatives-international-year-of-co-ops-2012/

What’s the difference between a ‘co-operative’ and a ‘collective’? Find out 
here: bit.ly/coopcoll

Waiter at the Indian Coffee House
in Trivandrum, Kerala, India; a 
restaurant chain of nearly 400 
outlets across India, all run by 
worker co-operative societies. It 
was started in the 1940s under 
British rule by the Coffee Board. 
During the 1950s the Board started 
to close coffee houses down and 
dismiss employees. But many of 
these employees got together to 
form workers’ co-operatives and 
reopen them – and they are still 
going strong. 

The Trivandrum coffee house is housed in an interesting spiral building, take a look inside: 
youtu.be/eAqDhpP5ig0

For more background info, watch this 3-minute film, A video break inside Kerala's Indian 
Coffee Houses: youtu.be/Ps6xQCSM6co

https://youtu.be/vKnQegYrYrg
https://globaldimension.org.uk/co-operatives-international-year-of-co-ops-2012/
http://bit.ly/coopcoll
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oxlaey/15778593980
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oxlaey/15778593980
https://www.flickr.com/photos/d-chavez/7863108638
https://www.flickr.com/photos/d-chavez/7863108638
https://youtu.be/eAqDhpP5ig0
https://youtu.be/Ps6xQCSM6co
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(Left and below) Organiclea is a community 
food project based in the Lea Valley in north-
east London. They produce and distribute 
food and plants locally, and inspire and 
support others to do the same. With a 
workers’ cooperative at their core, they bring 
people together to take action towards a 
more just and sustainable society: 
www.organiclea.org.uk

©
 T

ec
h

n
o

Se
rv

e
/ 

K
ev

in
 O

u
m

a

©
  U

SA
ID

/N
ep

al
 -

N
ep

al
 E

co
n

o
m

ic
 A

gr
ic

u
lt

u
re

 T
ra

d
e 

P
ro

je
ct

(Below) Many Maasai women now have a 
reliable market for their milk thanks to a 
pioneering cooperative in Kenya. Women are 
typically the milk traders in Maasai families, 
with the income going toward household 
needs. Yet Maasai women face numerous 
challenges in providing for their families. 
They often cannot sell their milk because 
they lack transport. Their cows are less 
productive because of a lack of adequate 
fodder. And they have a scarce supply of 
water. TechnoServe helped the women 
establish Maasai Women Dairy, the first 
dairy plant in Kenya owned almost entirely by 
Maasai women. Read more: bit.ly/tsmaasai
and maasaidairycooperative.com

(Below) Pavitra Aryal, a member of the 
EcoTea Cooperative, plucks the first flush of 
organic tea in her farm in Illam in eastern 
Nepal. To help Nepal meet the growing 
demand for organic tea in the US and 
European markets, USAID’s project supported 
farmers to convert to organic farming. 
Read more: bit.ly/ecoteanepal

https://www.organiclea.org.uk/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/32533206@N06/7351539190/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/32533206@N06/7351539190/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/32533206@N06/10476249015
https://www.flickr.com/photos/32533206@N06/10476249015
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usaid_images/14782932969
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usaid_images/14782932969
https://www.flickr.com/photos/61697282@N03/12166804965
https://www.flickr.com/photos/61697282@N03/12166804965
http://bit.ly/tsmaasai
http://www.maasaidairycooperative.com/
http://bit.ly/ecoteanepal
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Banking on solar energy in Tanzania:
Savings co-operatives like this one in 
Bariadi, Tanzania help poorer people to 
access solar technology. Solar company 
Ensol provides solar lighting kits to the 
savings co-op at a discount. The co-op 
then sells the kits to its members and 
earns a commission which is reinvested 
to buy more kits. Local people can join 
the co-op to save, or borrow credit at 
microloan rates. If they can afford it, 
members buy a solar lighting kit 
outright. If they can't afford the whole 
cost they pay in small instalments.

Find out more:
To explore further how UK aid is supporting development projects 
overseas, and responding to the humanitarian crisis in Syria, take a look at 
these infographics: bit.ly/dfidinfographics and bit.ly/syriainfographics

This is one of a number of ways that the UK-supported Energising Development programme in 
Tanzania is helping to encourage and provide solar energy to the many millions of people in the 
country who aren't connected to the electricity grid. Elizabeth Mkwimba, 62, has really benefited from 
having a solar kit; watch a 2-minute film clip about her youtu.be/z0iZEijbaLQ

Nahed is from Homs in Syria, and fled 
the conflict for Lebanon. Learning how 
to knit fishing nets might not seem a 
priority for refugees who fled Syria’s civil 
war, yet the International Rescue 
Committee believes that providing the 
essential tools to help people to find 
work is a vital way to help them support 
themselves. The scheme is run as part of 
a co-operative supported by the IRC with 
funding from UK aid. The nets are made 
to sell to local fishermen. Watch a 
3-minute film about this project: 
vimeo.com/90331608 ©
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In addition to livelihoods projects like this one, UK aid provides support including food, medical care and 
relief items for hundreds of thousands of people affected by the conflict in Syria.

http://bit.ly/dfidinfographics
http://bit.ly/syriainfographics
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dfid/21375794650
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dfid/21375794650
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dfid/11173845336
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dfid/11173845336
https://youtu.be/z0iZEijbaLQ
https://vimeo.com/90331608
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Community-based Biodiversity 
Management is an approach to 
conservation which encourages 
custodianship of land and agricultural 
biodiversity in order to improve 
livelihoods of local communities. 

The communities living around Rupa Lake, 
in Nepal’s Pokhara Valley, have worked 
together to improve conditions for 
farmers, fishermen and wildlife alike. Land 
that was once degrading and 
impoverished is now a lush and 
productive mosaic of forests, wetlands, 
agroforestry gardens and crop fields. 

This photo shows co-operative members holding forage tree saplings ready for planting – the trees 
will provide feed for goats and reduce soil erosion. 

Watch a 5-minute film about the Rupa Lake Co-operative youtu.be/j2vCjNIMBhg or a 10-minute film 
(in Nepali, with subtitles): youtu.be/HQdsnLymBwM. Read more in this publication: bit.ly/1iE1YOq.

This photo shows Fijian 
graduates from the 
Barefoot College 
installing solar panels in 
Kadavu, Fiji. The Barefoot 
College is based in 
Rajasthan, India. Founded 
on the principles of 
Mahatma Gandhi, it now 
trains women worldwide 
as solar engineers, 
innovators and educators, 
who then return to their 
villages to bring light and 
learning to their 
community. 

Find out more about the college’s approach here: barefootcollege.org/approach/
Watch a 5-minute film of women from 6 countries being trained at the college in India: 
youtu.be/a2JPwotX9hY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bioversity/13123886624
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bioversity/13123886624
https://www.flickr.com/photos/un_women_pacific/14029913260
https://www.flickr.com/photos/un_women_pacific/14029913260
https://youtu.be/j2vCjNIMBhg
https://youtu.be/HQdsnLymBwM
http://bit.ly/1iE1YOq
http://www.barefootcollege.org/approach/
https://youtu.be/a2JPwotX9hY
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The Southern Alternatives 
Agricultural Cooperative (SAAC) is a 
pecan cooperative in southwest 
Georgia, USA, that produces shelled 
pecans and pecan candies for sale 
through fair trade. SAAC is the only 
African American-owned pecan 
shelling facility in the United States 
— and it is run by women. The 
women who lead this co-operative 
are lifelong advocates who are 
determined to run a pecan-
processing plant in a way that 
creates new business and jobs for 
workers, while strengthening local 
economies in southwest Georgia.

Lucinda Alonzo at her market stall in 
Bugasong, Antique Province, the 
Philippines. Lucinda has used 
microloans from Kiva partner Ahon
Sa Hirap, Inc. to start her business 
selling dried saltfish and shrimp 
paste. She is using profits from her 
business to save for her nephews' 
education, and to put money away 
for when she and her husband are 
no longer able to work.

Find out more:

Microfinance, microcredit and microloans are ways in which poorer people, 
particularly those in developing countries, can access small amounts of 
money, often at low rates of interest, in order to buy essentials or finance a 
start-up small business. 

One of the UK organisations that provides such loans is Lend With Care; 
check out their teaching resources at: bit.ly/lendwithcareresources

http://bit.ly/lendwithcareresources
https://www.flickr.com/photos/uusc4all/6462136293/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/uusc4all/6462136293/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hodag/3407855845/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hodag/3407855845/

