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Should we buy green beans from Kenya?

	Less than 20% of Kenya’s land area is suitable for growing crops. Growing vegetables, fruit and flowers uses up land and water that could be used to feed Kenyans.
	
	80% of Kenya’s population work in farming. Over 75% of food production is from small family farms. The rest is from larger commercial farms that employ people to work there.

	Aeroplanes burn a lot of fuel, creating large amounts of CO2 and other greenhouse gases.
	
	Unemployment is high and wages are low in Kenya, in comparison with the UK. About 40% of people live below the poverty line.

	Kenya’s exports of fruit and flowers grew from 100,000 tonnes in 1997 to 350,000 tonnes in 2014. Kenya suffers from food shortages, drought and climate change.
	
	The UK’s Department for International Development aims to improve the incomes of rural people in developing countries. It is encouraging UK supermarkets to stock green beans from Kenya.

	Growing beans creates jobs for Kenyan farmers and farm workers. They now have a regular income, which benefits their families and the community. 
	
	Small-scale farmers in Kenya use more natural fertilisers, less technology and so less energy to grow crops like beans. Food grown in Europe uses more energy on the farm.

	Vegetables, fruit and flowers are exported to Europe. They are Kenya’s second biggest export earner, bringing $350 million of valuable foreign currency into the country.
	
	Supermarkets will not buy beans that aren’t perfect. Up to 25% of Kenyan beans are rejected by the buyers. They may then be used for cattle feed.

	Green beans go by truck to Nairobi airport, then fly by air freight every night to the UK. They go mainly to big UK supermarkets. 
	
	Green beans only grow in the summer in Europe. These days, consumers expect to be able to buy fruit, vegetables and flowers all year round.

	Food miles measures how far food has travelled. A long journey (or many food miles) uses a lot of energy for transport. Buying locally grown food may be better for the environment.
	
	European farmers can grow fruit and vegetables in winter in heated greenhouses. This can use more energy than flying fruit and vegetables in from Africa.


Should we buy green beans from Kenya?

	Pros (arguments for)
	Cons (arguments against)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Neither pros nor cons


	Things we need to know next:




	Our conclusion:
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