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Global Learning in Dance

Global Learning can be used to promote the National Curriculum’s Purpose of Study for Dance in terms of inspiring pupils ‘to succeed and excel’ in physical activities and providing opportunities for them ‘to become physically confident’ through taking part in movement-based activity inspired by global themes (National Curriculum in England: Physical Education Programmes of Study, Department for Education, 2013). Dance can also be a way for pupils to learn skills and values of communication, respect and trust, central to both the National Curriculum and the Global Learning Programme. Pupils can be introduced to dance forms from different countries and traditions, and can use movement to explore and present their response to Global Learning issues. 

Sample Global Learning activities in Dance are:

Key Stage 2
Sesota, the King of the Snakes
· Activity:

Pupils work with a visiting Global Artist Network artist from Rwanda to explore East African rhythms, drawing on the song ‘Jambo’ to which the children are invited to choreograph their own dance routine. The artist then tells pupils the traditional Ugandan story, ‘Sesota: King of the Snakes’, and the class talks about the issues the story raises around conflict resolution and interdependence. Finally, pupils work in groups to perform the story back to the storyteller through movement, highlighting the themes discussed and incorporating the rhythms and music learned. 

· Links to the National Curriculum:

Pupils learn to ‘make actions and sequences of movement’. They ‘develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance’.
· Global Learning themes, skills and values:

Globalisation and interdependence, rights, actions of citizens, critical thinking, enquiry and discussion, teamwork, diversity, respect.

Key Stage 3

Capoeira (adapted from activity in The Arts: the Global Dimension Key Stages 3 & 4, DEA, 2006: 25)
· Activity:

Pupils learn movement sequences from the Brazilian capoeira martial arts dance form. They learn about the origins of capoeira in the slave trade and then in groups create dance pieces, using capoeira movements, which explore and present issues around captivity and freedom.
· Links to the National Curriculum:

This activity encourages pupils to ‘perform dances using advanced dance techniques within a range of dance styles and forms’. It also gives pupils the chance to take part in ‘adventurous activities which present intellectual and physical challenges, and be encouraged to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to solve problems, either individually or as a group’.
· Global Learning themes, skills and values:

Actions of government, rights, actions of citizens, challenging perceptions, communication, teamwork, planning, fairness, agency, diversity, respect, social justice, empathy.

Thank you to Think Global (formerly DEA).
Further resources
See the National Dance Teachers Association (NDTA) website for some dance resources that address Global Learning issues at Key Stages 2 and 3.
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