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1900 BCE - 1500 CE
Cocoa is a delicacy 
in the Olmec, 
Aztec, and Mayan 
civilisations

c.1500
Spanish colonisers 
encounter cocoa in 
Central America

1528
Hernan Cortez introduces 
cocoa to the Spanish 
Court

c.1600
Cocoa drinking 
starts to grow in 
popularity in Spain

c.1650
Cocoa arrives in 
different parts of 
Europe as well as 
Britain

c.1700
At this point cocoa is 
grown on plantations 
in the Americas and 
is mainly drunk by 
the Upper Classes in 
Europe

1790
The first chocolate 
factory opens in 
Barcelona, Spain

1847
The first chocolate 
bar we would 
recognize is made 
by Fry’s of Bristol

1879
The famous 
Cadbury Bournville 
factory is opened

1824
John Cadbury 
opens a shop 
where he sells 
drinking chocolate

1879
As Africa was 
colonised cocoa 
started to be 
grown there, in the 
British Empire this 
mainly happened 
in West Africa

1957
Ghana becomes 
independent and 
British factories 
continue to make 
chocolate

1935
Cocoa production 
in the Gold Coast 
(now Ghana) 
reaches >300,000 
tonnes

Activity: Cocoa History Timeline

Before 
Common Era 
(BCE)

Common Era 
(CE)

Task: 
Some of the boxes have different borders 
to show a historical process taking place. 
Complete the legend to connect the term for 
the historical process going on to the event 
described in the box. One has already been 
done for you.

Movement of goods/trade/Globalisation

Decolonisation

Colonisation

Industrialisation

Key


