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1. Think about and discuss the difference between weather and climate

2. Understand the impacts of weather on humans, plants and animals

3. Explore deep time and the age of the planet and begin to make the connection between 

human activity and climate change

:
1. A projector and screen 

2. Internet access

3. Large paper

4. Coloured pens and/or pencils

|

• Observe the weather today and discuss any recent changes in weather

• Watch a short video from BBC Bitesize about weather and climate

• In groups, think about and discuss how the weather affects humans, animals, birds or 

plants and present a summary to the class

• In groups, discuss the differences between weather and climate

• Watch a short BBC Bitesize video about climate zones

• Match climate zone names with descriptions

• Explore a National Geographic interactive map showing climate zones around the world

• Watch a short video by Rappler about climate change

• Discuss own experiences/knowledge of climate change

• Discuss difference between natural and human-caused climate change

|

• Discuss the phrase ‘deep time’

• In silence, imagine the world a long time ago

• Meet some of the oldest living things on the planet

• Learn about the age of planet Earth through imagining the Earth’s age in one hour

• Discuss responses to the evolution of life and timescales

|
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1. Think about and discuss what fossil fuels are and how humans use them

2. Understand how fossil fuel use relates to climate change

3. Explore how some modern human habits have resulted in increased fossil fuel use

:
1. A projector and screen 

2. Internet access

3. Rough paper to make notes

4. Large paper

5. Coloured pens and/or pencils

6. Fact sheets on human habits 
(optional)    - click here to print

|

• Discuss greenhouse gases as a whole class and learn more about them

• Discuss fossil fuels as a whole class

• Watch a short video about fossil fuels by the Learning Junction

• In small groups, create a factsheet about the three main fossil fuels – through research or 

watch the Learning Junction video again to note down facts

• Watch a short video by Teri

• In pairs discuss and note down the human activities shown in the video that could 

contribute to climate change

• Learn about the link between the Industrial Revolution and increased fossil fuel use

• In groups, explore and investigate one of four everyday human habits, and their link to fossil 

fuel use

• Create a spider diagram to explain the links between the human activity and fossil fuels, 

and the advantages and disadvantages of the activity

• Present the diagrams to the rest of the class

|

• Discuss renewable energy sources

|

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/595caeca2e69cf0e4a94010f/t/5dd71812f0547d640c7a23fe/1574377497082/Human+Habits+Factsheet.pdf
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1. Think about and discuss the impacts of climate change

2. Understand the impact climate change could have on humans and other living things

3. Explore some of the solutions to climate change from different parts of the world

:
1. A projector and screen 

2. Internet access

3. Rough paper to make notes

4. A3 paper

5. Coloured pens and/or pencils

|

• In groups, discuss how a change in climate could impact an animal, bird or plant

• Individually write a newspaper article about the impact of climate change on an animal, 

bird or plant

• Discuss how it might feel for humans to experience climate change

• Explore the amount of the Earth’s resources humans in different parts of the world are using

• Discuss ‘one plant living’ and how it might be useful

|

• Explore a range of solutions presented from around the world

• In pairs, choose of the four solutions and discuss questions about how it could help wit 

climate change and how well it would work here
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1. Think about and discuss actions that would be healthier for the planet

2. Understand the impact and importance of individual and collective action

3. Explore some ways to create campaigns to engage other people

:
1. A projector and screen 

2. Internet access

3. Rough paper to make notes

4. Neat paper – range of sizes

5. Coloured pens and/or pencils

6. Pledge template (click here)

|

• Recap on learning from previous lessons

• Discuss whether it’s important for humans to take action to tackle climate change

• Discuss the phrase ‘be the change’

• Be introduced to the two forms of action that are the focus for the session

• Discuss what a pledge is

• Decide on an individual pledge, using guidelines, to make a change that will be healthier for 

the planet

• Create a pledge reminder to take home

|

• In small groups, choose one of the four everyday human actions from lesson 2 to focus on 

for a local community campaign

• Decide on what the campaign will be about and what format it will be

• Plan the campaign

|

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/595caeca2e69cf0e4a94010f/t/5dd24c5a39d8ba0c23bd7ee2/1574063195669/My+Pledge+template.pdf
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Pupils will:

• Consider how personal actions can help the 
planet

• Come up with healthier human actions for a 
more resilient planet

• Consider their own values in response to 
questions around climate change

• Organise themselves in group work and 
during presentations

• Creatively apply knowledge they learn 
throughout the topic to activities and to 
pledges/campaigns

 Self-improvement

 Resilience

 Self-organisation

 Clarifying own values

 Recalling and applying knowledge 

creatively

 Empathy and compassion

 Respect for others’ right to their own 

beliefs, values and opinions

 Discernment in evaluating the arguments 

and opinions of others

 Active listening and communication

 Team working

 Leadership skills

 Presentation skills

 Enterprise skills and attributes

 Valuing and respecting diversity

 Using these skills and attributes to build 

and maintain healthy relationships

 Identify links between values, beliefs, 

decisions and actions

 Analysis

 Making decisions

 Formulating questions

Pupils will:

• Build empathy for people and other species 
that are impacted by climate change

• Listen to each other’s thoughts and opinions 
during class and group discussions

• Work as a group to explore how human 
actions relate to climate change and to come 
up with a whole class campaign

• Learn about solutions to climate change from 
diverse cultures

• Develop leadership and enterprise skills in the 
planning of their campaign

Pupils will:

• Identify and discuss the links between 
climate change and human values and 
actions

• Make decisions on their own personal pledge 
and on a whole class campaign

• Think about and ask questions in response to 
stimulus and facts about climate change

• Formulate questions as part of a radio 
interview activity

PSHE Essential skills and attributes developed:

PSHE core theme opportunities to learn:

 H2 – Through making informed choices on taking action to improve the wellbeing of the planet

 H8 – Through understanding the impacts of climate change

 H16 – Through understanding some common human habits in regards to climate change

 R11 – Through working collaboratively on activities and through creating a whole class campaign

 L1 – Through discussing climate change, it’s impacts and how to take action

 L7 – Through understanding how human behaviours have contributed to climate change

 L12 – Through looking at climate change solutions form different parts of the world

 L15 – Through understanding that a range of solutions can make a difference to the impacts of 

climate change, including how we use resources
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Pupils will:

• Learn about climate change and it’s impact on 
people and other living things

• Use imagination and creativity to create a 
newspaper article on climate change

• Reflect on their learning and on other’s 
experiences of climate change

• Discuss how it might feel to experience the 
impacts of climate change

Pupils will:

• Investigate and understand how human actions 
have contributed to climate change, specifically 
with regards to fossil fuel use

• Consider the morality of human activities that 
impact on other living things

• Apply their learning to create pledges and 
campaigns for more ethical living

 Use a range of social skills

 Participate in the local 

community

 Appreciate diverse 

viewpoints

 Participate, volunteer and 

cooperate

 Respect others

 Appreciate cultural 

influences

 Participate in culture 

opportunities 

 Understand, accept, respect 

and celebrate diversity

Pupils will:

• Use listening and communication skills in a range 
of group activities and presentations

• Explore the viewpoints of other living things with 
regards to the impacts of climate change

• Participate in a range of  activities including group 
activities

• Listen to and respect the views of others in the 
class

• Participate in the creation of a campaign to engage 
the local community

Pupils will:

• Participate in creative activities, in particular 
through writing a newspaper article

• Learn about a diverse set of solutions to 
climate change from different parts of the 
world

• Discuss the suitability of the presented to 
solutions in their own location and culture

 Explore beliefs and 

experience

 Respect faiths, feelings and 

values

 Enjoy learning about oneself, 

others and the surrounding 

world

 Use imagination and 

creativity

 Reflect on experiences

 Offer reasoned views

 Understand consequences

 Investigate moral and ethical 

issues

 Recognise right and wrong
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Pupils will:

• Research, summarise and record facts about 
fossil fuels

• Plan and write a newspaper article

• Explain and explore their own viewpoints on a 
range of ideas regarding climate change

• Participate in pair, group and class discussions 
on climate change

• Articulate their own thoughts and opinions on 
climate change and listen to the opinions of 
others

• Create handwritten fact sheets and spider 
diagrams

• Develop their understanding of climate 
change through conversations and 
discussions

• Participate in presentations on group work

• Listen to a range of viewpoints within the class 
and from outside perspectives

 Identifying main ideas drawn from more 

than one paragraph and summarising

 Write legibly and fluently

 Plan writing

 Discuss and record ideas

 Read aloud own writing

 Listen and respond appropriately

 Ask relevant questions

 Articulate and justify answers and 

opinions 

 Maintain attention and participate 

actively in conversations

 Use spoken language to develop 

understanding

 Speak audibly and fluently

 Participate in discussions, presentations, 

performances, role play, improvisations 

and debates

 Consider and evaluate different 

viewpoints

Pupils will:

• Explore, discuss and explain how changes in 
weather and climate affect plant and animal 
life

• Learn about how the burning of fossil fuels 
results in the release of greenhouse gases, 
including carbon dioxide, into the atmosphere

• Understand that plastics are created from oil

 Identify how animals and plants are 

adapted to suit their environment in 

different ways

 Explain the some changes result in 

formation of new materials and this 

this kind of change is not usually 

reversible, including changes 

associate with burning

Pupils will:

• Explore climate zones in different parts of the 
world using a National Geographic interactive 
map

• Explore and explain how changes in climate zones 
would affect living things

• Explore how the use of fossil fuels by humans have 
contributed to climate change

 Locate world’s countries using maps

 Describe and understand key 

aspects of physical geography

 Describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography

Pupils will:

• Learn about the industrial revolution, the 
opportunities it created for humans and the 
link to fossil fuel use

 Understand how key events and 

individuals have helped shape 

the world


